
Sharing and playing together

Toddlers tend to play beside each other rather than with each
other. If they see something they want they don’t understand that
they can’t just take it. Generally by the age of four children
understand turn taking and sharing. Here are a few ways to help
you to teach your child to share:

· Provide plenty of activities for your children.
· Praise children for playing nicely.
· Treat each child equally even if one is younger.
· Teach your child by showing them that you share. Share

your fruit or crisps.
· Let them have a turn of something that you are doing ie

chatting to Nana on the phone
· Select activities that encourage sharing ie play dough, cars

and mat.
· Act quickly if you see that snatching is about to happen.

Remind your child to ask nicely and wait for their turn and
praise them for waiting.

· If your child does snatch, this is what to say:
‘Emma, stop snatching the car when Sarah is playing with it. 
  Give it back and let her finish her turn.’

Remember to praise good sharing and turn taking every
time you see your child doing it.

Make Believe Play

Children have wonderful imaginations.  Here are few
examples of what you might see your child doing in the next
year or so.  You can encourage them by playing along with
their imaginative stories and supplying them with a few
props.

Giving teddy a ride on a toy truck
Pretending to feed dolly with a spoon or a bottle
Reading a story to their toys
Tucking the toys into bed
Copying simple cleaning chores ie. Sweeping up, ironing,

dusting and washing up.
Pretending to go somewhere ie. The shops on their sit and

ride toy.
Being the postman
Dressing up using hats, bags, shoes and scarves
Playing doctors and nurses helping teddy get better
Pretending to be their favourite superhero character
Talking to a family member on the toy telephones
Using sheets to make a tent
Pretending to be an animal
Play shops with empty cereal packets and boxes
Make a pet shop or zoo with their cuddly animals


